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Warning: This book may cause flatulence. Walter is a fine dog, except for one small problem: he

has gas. He can't help it; it's just the way he is. Fortunately, the kids Billy and Betty love him

regardless, but Father says he's got to go! Poor Walter, he's going to the dog pound tomorrow. And

then, in the night, burglars strike. Walter has his chance to be a hero. A children's beloved classic,

this story will have kids rolling on the floor with laughter. Adults are permitted to laugh too.
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I don't know how William Kotzwinkle and Glenn Murray learned of my dog George. Somehow,

though, they must have heard the tale - like the fart heard round the world - and seen in his story the

drama, the suspense to capture an audience and make their New York Times Bestseller dreams

come true. They changed his name, of course, called him Walter the Farting Dog; but then that is

common practice, "to protect the innocent" - I assume that means me. And they changed some of

the facts of the case - again, common; a true story fictionalized to make it more difficult for casual

acquaintances to put two-and-two together and identify my family as the agonists (not exactly ant-

but certainly not pro-). But it's our story; really. And as Kotzwinkle and Murray benefit from its telling,



here I sit, gas-mask mussing my hair, living the odorous reality of it all. It seems so unfair. Perhaps I

should sue.Chiefly I object to being portrayed as the kind of woman who would consider returning

George because of his noxious smell. After all, my husband farts. In fact, he farts in bed. And not

only does he fart in bed, he then proceeds to fluff the sheets to share his farts with me. It is

egregious. It is gratuitous. It is, as he puts it, "The last bastion of manhood in a gelded world." (All

right: I'm paraphrasing. The way he said it was ever-so-slightly more salty.) And I have never once

(well, maybe once) threatened to send him back to his mother in England - so why would I return

George?Though, George does fart. Like Walter, he farts when he bathes and while playing. He farts

as he walks around the house - in the dining room and kitchen. And he farts in bed.
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